
DATE: Week of October 14                                             TOPIC: Balanced Part 6 / Judgment and Justice 

INTRODUCTION 
• Have you ever had to stand before a judge? How did it make you feel? 
• How do you feel when you are the one that determines consequences for someone else? 
• Why do you think judging others and being judged by others is always a controversial topic? 

READ 2 THESSALONIANS 1:5-10 / Judgment leads to destruction   
Sunday we talked about how judgment or pronouncing consequences upon others should be done 
by a  righteous judge. The only righteous judge is God, but we often try to take on that role as well.  

• Why do we often feel like we are capable of judging other people?  
• Why do we feel like others are incapable of accurately judging us? 
• A righteous judge has complete knowledge and information. In what ways do we lack 

knowledge and information in situations which we desire to be the judge? 
• A righteous judge has complete understanding and discernment. In what ways do we lack 

understanding and discernment in situations which we desire to be the judge? 
• A righteous judge acts with complete righteousness and appropriate retribution. In what ways 

do we lack the righteousness to be a judge? 
• How can we put down the weapon of judgment in our lives? 

READ 2 THESSALONIANS 1:11-12 / Justice leads to reconciliation  
Sunday we talked about how our role isn’t to judge, but instead to be a shield of justice in our lives 
and in the lives of others. Justice doesn’t bring destruction it brings reconciliation. 

• Why is it more difficult to play the role of a shield of protection than an instrument of 
judgment? 

• Romans 12:1 tells us we are to be ‘living sacrifices.’ How can we live as a demonstration of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ to others by acting differently and showing grace? 

• Ephesians 2:10 tells us we are God’s ‘workmanship designed for good.’ How can we 
demonstrate good and reflect the forgiving nature of Christ to others? 

• 2 Corinthians 5:20 tells us we are Christ’s ‘ambassadors.’ How can we demonstrate the calling 
of Christ to be reconciled to God and to one another? 

KEY QUESTION: How have you experienced grace, forgiveness and reconciliation to God? How 
does it feel when you experience the shield of justice instead of the sword of judgment? 
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